
What I Wish I Knew Before Becoming an
Instructional Designer: A Comprehensive
Guide to Success
Instructional design is a field that combines principles from education,
psychology, and technology to create effective learning experiences.
Instructional designers work with subject matter experts, teachers, and
students to develop and deliver instruction that meets specific learning
objectives.
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I have been working as an instructional designer for over 10 years, and I
have learned a lot about what it takes to be successful in this field. In this
article, I will share some of my experiences and insights to help you avoid
common pitfalls and set yourself up for success.

Understand the Learning Process
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The most important thing that an instructional designer can understand is
the learning process. How do people learn? What are the different factors
that affect learning? What are the best ways to design instruction that
meets the needs of learners?

There are many different theories of learning, and there is no one right
answer. However, there are some general principles that can help you
create effective learning experiences.

People learn best when they are actively involved in the learning
process. This means that you should design instruction that allows
learners to do more than just listen to a lecture or read a book. They
should be able to participate in discussions, solve problems, and
create their own knowledge.

People learn best when they are motivated to learn. This means
that you should make sure that the learning experience is relevant to
learners' needs and interests. You should also provide feedback and
support to help learners stay motivated.

People learn best when they have a positive learning
environment. This means that you should create a learning
environment that is safe, supportive, and respectful. Learners should
feel comfortable asking questions and taking risks.

Develop Strong Communication Skills

Instructional designers need to be able to communicate effectively with a
variety of stakeholders, including subject matter experts, teachers,
students, and administrators. You need to be able to clearly explain your
ideas, both verbally and in writing.



Here are some tips for developing strong communication skills:

Be clear and concise. When you communicate with others, make
sure that your message is clear and easy to understand. Avoid using
jargon or technical terms that your audience may not be familiar with.

Be respectful. When you communicate with others, be respectful of
their opinions and ideas. Even if you disagree with someone, you
should still be able to communicate with them in a respectful and
professional manner.

Be persuasive. When you need to convince someone to do
something, be persuasive. Use evidence and data to support your
arguments, and be prepared to answer any questions that they may
have.

Collaborate with Others

Instructional design is a collaborative process. You will need to work with a
variety of stakeholders to develop and deliver effective learning
experiences. This includes subject matter experts, teachers, students, and
administrators.

Here are some tips for collaborating effectively with others:

Be a team player. When you collaborate with others, be a team
player. Be willing to share your ideas and work together to achieve the
common goal.

Be respectful. When you collaborate with others, be respectful of their
opinions and ideas. Even if you disagree with someone, you should



still be able to collaborate with them in a respectful and professional
manner.

Be communicative. When you collaborate with others, be
communicative. Keep everyone updated on your progress and be
available to answer any questions that they may have.

Instructional design is a rewarding career path, but it is also a challenging
one. If you are thinking about becoming an instructional designer, I
encourage you to do your research and talk to people who work in the field.
The more you know about instructional design, the better prepared you will
be for success.

I hope that this article has been helpful. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

Thank you for reading!

Jane Doe

Instructional Designer

jane.doe@email.com
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