Unveiling the Enigma of Murder in the
Cathedral: A Comprehensive Analysis
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T.S. Eliot's masterpiece, Murder in the Cathedral, has captivated readers
and theatergoers for over eight decades. This complex and thought-
provoking play delves into the historical assassination of Thomas Becket,
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Archbishop of Canterbury, exploring themes of martyrdom, sacrifice, and
the nature of good and evil.
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The play unfolds in four acts, each exploring a different aspect of the
conflict between Becket and King Henry Il. The first act introduces the
characters and establishes the historical context of the play. The second
act focuses on the growing tension between Becket and the king, as
Becket defies Henry's authority by refusing to accept the Constitutions of
Clarendon. The third act culminates in Becket's murder, while the fourth act
explores the aftermath of his death and the legacy of his martyrdom.

Characters

The characters in Murder in the Cathedral are complex and multifaceted,
each representing a different perspective on the conflict between Becket
and Henry.
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= Thomas Becket: The Archbishop of Canterbury, Becket is a complex
and enigmatic figure. He is a man of deep faith and conviction, but he
is also flawed and stubborn. His refusal to compromise his beliefs
ultimately leads to his murder.

= King Henry Il: Henry is a powerful and ambitious king who is
determined to assert his authority over the church. He is a ruthless and
pragmatic man, but he is also capable of great affection and remorse.

= The Tempters: Four figures who represent the temptations that Becket
faces throughout the play. They tempt him with power, wealth, and
glory, but Becket ultimately rejects their offers.

= The Chorus: A group of women who provide commentary on the
action of the play. They represent the common people of Canterbury,
and their perspective provides a unique insight into the events of the

play.

Themes

Murder in the Cathedral explores a wide range of themes, including
martyrdom, sacrifice, and the nature of good and evil.

Martyrdom

Becket's death is a central event in the play, and it is interpreted in a variety
of ways. Some see Becket as a martyr who died for his beliefs, while others
see him as a stubborn fool who brought his own death upon himself. The
play does not offer a definitive answer to this question, but it does explore
the complex nature of martyrdom.

Sacrifice



Becket's death is also a sacrifice. He gives up his life in order to defend the
rights of the church, and his sacrifice ultimately leads to the king's
repentance. The play explores the power of sacrifice, and it suggests that
even the smallest sacrifices can have a profound impact on the world.

Good and Evil

The conflict between Becket and Henry is also a conflict between good and
evil. Becket represents the forces of good, while Henry represents the
forces of evil. The play does not offer a simple answer to this question, but
it does explore the complex nature of good and evil.

Legacy

Murder in the Cathedral has had a profound impact on English literature
and theater. It is considered one of Eliot's greatest works, and it has been
performed countless times around the world. The play continues to be
relevant today, as it explores timeless themes that are still relevant to our
own lives.

Murder in the Cathedral is a complex and thought-provoking play that
explores a wide range of themes. It is a masterpiece of English literature,
and it continues to be relevant today. The play offers no easy answers, but
it does provide a profound meditation on the nature of good and evil,
martyrdom, and sacrifice.
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