The Last Days of the Confederacy in
Northeast Georgia: A Pivotal Moment in the
Civil War's End

The waning days of the American Civil War witnessed a tenacious struggle

in Northeast Georgia, where the remnants of the Confederate Army of
Tennessee made a valiant last stand against the advancing Union forces.
This region, known for its rugged terrain and strategic importance, played a
pivotal role in the final chapter of the conflict.
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The Confederacy's Retreat

Following General Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court House
on April 9, 1865, Confederate forces in other regions began to disband.
However, the Army of Tennessee, under the command of General Joseph
E. Johnston, refused to capitulate. Johnston led his troops south to
Georgia, hoping to join up with Confederate forces under General Nathan
Bedford Forrest in Alabama.

The Pursuit by Union Forces

Union General William Tecumseh Sherman, fresh from his "March to the
Sea" through Georgia, pursued Johnston's army relentlessly. Sherman
divided his forces into four columns and sent them through the state,
aiming to cut off the Confederate retreat. Johnston's army, outnumbered
and outgunned, was forced to retreat further into Northeast Georgia.

The Battle of Bentonville
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On March 19, 1865, the two armies clashed at Bentonville, North Carolina.
In a bloody two-day battle, Johnston's troops fought valiantly but were
eventually overwhelmed by Sherman's superior numbers. After suffering
heavy losses, Johnston was forced to withdraw further south.

The Surrender at Durham Station

As the Union forces closed in on Johnston's army, the Confederate general
realized that his position was hopeless. On April 18, 1865, Johnston sent a
message to Sherman, asking for terms of surrender. The two generals met
at Durham Station, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865, and agreed to the
terms of surrender. The Army of Tennessee officially surrendered on April
29, 1865, marking the end of organized Confederate resistance in the East.

The Significance of Northeast Georgia

The last days of the Confederacy in Northeast Georgia were a pivotal
moment in the Civil War's end. Johnston's tenacious resistance, the bloody
Battle of Bentonville, and the eventual surrender at Durham Station marked
the collapse of the Confederate army and the beginning of the process of
Reconstruction.

Johnston's Strategy

Johnston's strategy of retreating to Northeast Georgia was a gamble. He
hoped to use the region's rugged terrain to his advantage and delay
Sherman's advance. However, Sherman's superior numbers and tactics
proved too much for Johnston's outnumbered forces.

Sherman's Pursuit



Sherman's pursuit of Johnston was relentless. He divided his forces into
four columns and sent them through Georgia, aiming to cut off the
Confederate retreat. Sherman's strategy was effective, and he forced
Johnston to retreat further and further south.

The Legacy of the Battle of Bentonville

The Battle of Bentonville was one of the largest and bloodiest battles of the
Civil War. It was the last major battle fought east of the Mississippi River.
The battle resulted in heavy casualties on both sides, and it further
weakened Johnston's army.

The Surrender at Durham Station

The surrender at Durham Station marked the end of organized Confederate
resistance in the East. It was a significant moment in the Civil War, and it
paved the way for the reunification of the United States.

The last days of the Confederacy in Northeast Georgia were a pivotal
moment in the Civil War's end. Johnston's tenacity, Sherman's pursuit, and
the Battle of Bentonville all played a role in the Confederacy's eventual
surrender. The region's rugged terrain and strategic importance made it a
key battleground in the final days of the conflict. The legacy of the last days
of the Confederacy in Northeast Georgia continues to resonate today,
serving as a reminder of the brutality and sacrifice that marked the end of
the American Civil War.
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