
The Agitator: William Bailey And The First
American Uprising Against Nazism

In the annals of history, the German occupation of Europe during World
War II looms large, casting a dark shadow over the continent. The horrors
of the Holocaust and the brutal suppression of resistance movements are
well-documented. However, amidst the turmoil, there were countless acts
of defiance, small and large, that deserve to be remembered. One such act
was the first American uprising against Nazism, led by an unlikely hero:
William Bailey.

William Bailey: A Man of Principle

William Bailey was born in 1883 in Ontario, Canada, but moved to the
United States as a young man. He settled in the bustling metropolis of New
York City, where he worked as a carpenter. Bailey was a quiet and
unassuming man, but he possessed a deep love of freedom and
democracy. When news of the Nazi rise to power reached him, he was
horrified.
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As the war clouds gathered over Europe, Bailey became increasingly
concerned about the threat posed by Nazi Germany. He joined the
American Jewish League Against Nazism, a group dedicated to fighting
against the spread of fascist propaganda in the United States. Bailey
quickly rose through the ranks, becoming the league's national director in
1939.

The First American Uprising Against Nazism

On November 23, 1939, a group of Nazi sympathizers gathered at
Carnegie Hall in New York City for a rally hosted by the German-American
Bund. The Bund was a pro-Nazi organization that sought to spread Nazi
ideology in the United States. Bailey and his fellow anti-Nazi activists were
determined to disrupt the rally and send a clear message that Nazism
would not be tolerated in America.

Bailey and his followers infiltrated Carnegie Hall, armed with placards and
whistles. As the rally began, they sprang into action, unfurling banners and
shouting slogans denouncing Nazism. The Nazis, taken by surprise,
reacted with anger and violence. A melee ensued, with fists flying and
chairs breaking.

Amidst the chaos, Bailey stood firm. He refused to be silenced or
intimidated by the Nazis. He continued to shout his message, calling for an
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end to Nazi tyranny. Eventually, the police arrived to restore order, but
Bailey's defiance had made its mark.

The Aftermath

The first American uprising against Nazism was a small but significant
event. It showed that there were Americans who were willing to stand up to
the Nazi threat, even in the face of violence. Bailey's courage and
determination inspired others to join the fight against fascism.

In the aftermath of the Carnegie Hall rally, Bailey continued to fight against
Nazism. He organized rallies, gave speeches, and wrote articles
condemning the Nazis and their ideology. He also worked to support
refugees fleeing from Nazi persecution.

Bailey's efforts earned him the respect and admiration of many, including
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. In 1942, Roosevelt appointed Bailey to the
U.S. War Refugee Board, which was tasked with rescuing Jews and other
victims of Nazi persecution.

Legacy

William Bailey's contribution to the fight against Nazism was significant, but
his story has largely been forgotten. He was a quiet man who did not seek
the spotlight, but his actions had a profound impact. He helped to raise
awareness of the Nazi threat, and he inspired others to stand up against
tyranny.

Today, we live in a world where the forces of fascism and intolerance are
once again on the rise. Bailey's legacy reminds us that it is more important



than ever to speak out against hatred and discrimination. We must never
forget the sacrifices made by those who came before us in the fight for
freedom and democracy.

William Bailey was a true hero. He risked his own safety to fight against the
evils of Nazism, and his courage helped to inspire a nation to stand up to
tyranny. His story is a reminder that even the most ordinary people can
make a difference in the world.
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