
Permanent State of Emergency: A Shadow
Over Constitutionalism and Democracy
In the wake of unprecedented crises, such as wars, terrorist attacks, or
natural disasters, governments often resort to extraordinary measures to
protect their citizens and maintain public order. While these measures may
be justified in the short term, their long-term consequences can pose a
serious threat to constitutionalism and democracy.

One such measure is the declaration of a state of emergency, which
suspends or limits certain fundamental rights and freedoms in order to
address an imminent threat. While states of emergency have historically
been used sparingly and for a limited duration, in recent decades we have
witnessed a troubling trend towards their normalization and indefinite
extension.
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The Origins and Evolution of the Permanent State of Emergency

The concept of a state of emergency has its roots in the early days of
constitutionalism. In the 18th century, the French philosopher Sieyès
argued that the state has the inherent right to suspend the constitution in
times of extreme danger. This idea was later enshrined in the German
Weimar Constitution of 1919, which allowed for the suspension of civil
liberties in the face of a "grave and imminent danger."

In the aftermath of World War II, the concept of a state of emergency was
further developed by the Italian legal scholar Giorgio Agamben. Agamben
argued that the state of emergency has become a permanent feature of
modern societies, characterized by a constant state of fear and insecurity.
This fear, he argues, is used by governments to justify the erosion of civil
liberties and the expansion of executive power.

Political Implications and Societal Consequences

The permanent state of emergency has profound political and societal
implications. First, it undermines the principle of constitutionalism, which
requires that the government be bound by the rule of law and respect the
rights of its citizens.

Second, it weakens democracy by giving the government unchecked power
to suspend civil liberties and silence dissent. This can lead to the creation
of an authoritarian state, in which the rights of individuals are subordinated
to the interests of the state.

Third, the permanent state of emergency has a corrosive effect on society.
It creates a climate of fear and mistrust, in which people are constantly



worried about their safety and security. This can lead to social isolation,
alienation, and the breakdown of social cohesion.

Examples of Permanent States of Emergency

There are numerous examples of countries that have declared permanent
states of emergency, often in response to wars, internal conflicts, or
terrorism. Some of the most notable examples include:

Israel, which has been under a state of emergency since its founding
in 1948.

Turkey, which has been under a state of emergency since the failed
coup attempt in 2016.

Egypt, which has been under a state of emergency since the 2013
coup d'état.

The United States, which has been under a state of emergency since
the September 11 attacks in 2001.

Challenges and Path Forward

The permanent state of emergency is a grave threat to constitutionalism,
democracy, and society. It is a product of fear and insecurity, and it
perpetuates a cycle of violence and repression.

There are a number of challenges to addressing the problem of the
permanent state of emergency. First, it is important to recognize the
legitimate need for states to protect their citizens during times of crisis.

Second, it is important to find a balance between security measures and
the protection of civil liberties. This requires a commitment to transparency,



accountability, and the rule of law.

Finally, it is important to build a more just and equitable society, one that is
not based on fear and insecurity. This requires addressing the root causes
of conflict, poverty, and inequality.

The permanent state of emergency is a serious threat to our freedoms and
our way of life. It is a product of fear and insecurity, and it perpetuates a
cycle of violence and repression. We must challenge the permanent state
of emergency and work towards a more just and equitable society, one that
is based on the rule of law and the respect for human rights.

As the American civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."
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