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The Spanish Republic was a period of political instability and social
upheaval in Spain from 1931 to 1939. The republic was established after
the overthrow of the monarchy, and it was characterized by a series of left-
wing governments that attempted to implement a number of progressive
reforms. However, the republic was opposed by a coalition of right-wing
forces, including the military, the Church, and the landowners. In 1936, the
right-wing forces launched a military coup against the republic, which led to
the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War. The civil war lasted for three years
and resulted in the victory of the right-wing forces.

The Establishment of the Republic

The Spanish Republic was established in 1931 after the overthrow of King
Alfonso XIII. The king had been unpopular due to his support for the
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military dictatorship of General Miguel Primo de Rivera. In the municipal
elections of 1931, the left-wing Republican-Socialist coalition won a
majority of the vote. The coalition then formed a government and began to
implement a series of progressive reforms, including land reform,
educational reform, and the separation of church and state.

The Opposition to the Republic

The republic was opposed by a coalition of right-wing forces, including the
military, the Church, and the landowners. The military was opposed to the
republic's anti-militarist policies, while the Church was opposed to the
republic's secularist policies. The landowners were opposed to the
republic's land reform policies. In 1933, the right-wing forces formed a
coalition called the Confederación Española de Derechas Autónomas
(CEDA). The CEDA won the elections of 1933 and formed a government
with the support of the military. However, the CEDA government was
unable to implement its policies due to the opposition of the left wing.

The Outbreak of the Civil War

In 1936, the right-wing forces launched a military coup against the republic.
The coup was led by General Francisco Franco. The coup was successful
in some parts of Spain, but it was defeated in others. The defeat of the
coup led to the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War. The civil war lasted for
three years and resulted in the victory of the right-wing forces.

The Legacy of the Republic

The Spanish Republic was a period of great political instability and social
upheaval. The republic was ultimately defeated by the right-wing forces, but
it left a lasting legacy on Spanish history. The republic's progressive



reforms helped to modernize Spain, and its secularist policies helped to
reduce the influence of the Church. The republic's defeat also had a lasting
impact on Spanish politics. The right-wing forces that defeated the republic
ruled Spain for the next 40 years, and their legacy continues to shape
Spanish politics today.
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