
Goodbye Columbus by Philip Roth: A
Timeless Classic of American Literature
Goodbye Columbus is a 1959 novel by Philip Roth, which tells the story of
Neil Klugman, a young Jewish man who falls in love with Brenda Patimkin,
a non-Jewish woman. The novel explores themes of identity, assimilation,
and the American Dream.

Plot Summary

Neil Klugman is a young Jewish man from Newark, New Jersey. He is a
bright and ambitious student, and he dreams of becoming a successful
businessman. Brenda Patimkin is a non-Jewish woman from Columbus,
Ohio. She is a beautiful and popular girl, and she is the daughter of a
wealthy businessman.
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Neil and Brenda meet at a summer resort in the Catskill Mountains. They
are immediately attracted to each other, and they soon begin a passionate
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love affair. However, their relationship is not without its challenges. Neil's
parents disapprove of Brenda because she is not Jewish, and Brenda's
parents disapprove of Neil because he is not wealthy.

Despite the obstacles, Neil and Brenda continue to see each other. They
fall deeply in love, and they begin to dream of a future together. However,
their relationship is ultimately doomed. Neil's parents refuse to give their
blessing to the marriage, and Brenda's parents refuse to give their consent.
In the end, Neil and Brenda are forced to break up.

Themes

Goodbye Columbus explores a number of important themes, including
identity, assimilation, and the American Dream.

**Identity** is a major theme in the novel. Neil Klugman is a young man
who is struggling to find his identity. He is Jewish, but he does not feel like
he fits in with the other Jewish people in his community. He is also attracted
to Brenda Patimkin, a non-Jewish woman, which further complicates his
sense of identity.

**Assimilation** is another important theme in the novel. Neil Klugman's
parents want him to assimilate into American society. They want him to
marry a Jewish woman and have a Jewish family. However, Neil is not sure
if he wants to assimilate. He is attracted to Brenda Patimkin, and he does
not want to give up his relationship with her.

The American Dream is another important theme in the novel. Neil
Klugman's parents believe in the American Dream. They believe that if they
work hard, they can achieve anything they want. However, Neil is not sure



if he believes in the American Dream. He sees how his parents have
struggled, and he is not sure if he wants to follow in their footsteps.

Characters

The characters in Goodbye Columbus are complex and well-developed.
Neil Klugman is a young man who is struggling to find his identity. He is
intelligent and ambitious, but he is also insecure and uncertain about his
future. Brenda Patimkin is a beautiful and popular girl who is attracted to
Neil's intelligence and ambition. However, she is also aware of the
challenges that their relationship faces.

Neil's parents are well-meaning, but they are also narrow-minded and
judgmental. They want Neil to marry a Jewish woman and have a Jewish
family. However, they are not willing to accept Brenda because she is not
Jewish.

Brenda's parents are wealthy and successful, but they are also cold and
distant. They do not approve of Neil because he is not wealthy. They want
Brenda to marry a man who is wealthy and successful, like her father.

Setting

Goodbye Columbus is set in the United States in the 1950s. The novel
captures the social and cultural changes that were taking place in America
at the time. The novel is also set in the Catskill Mountains, which is a
popular summer resort destination. The Catskill Mountains provide a
beautiful and idyllic setting for the novel's love story.

Style



Goodbye Columbus is written in a clear and concise style. The novel is
easy to read and understand, but it is also complex and nuanced. Roth
uses a variety of literary devices to create a rich and textured narrative.

Critical Reception

Goodbye Columbus was a critical and commercial success. The novel won
the National Book Award for Fiction in 1960. The novel has also been
adapted into a film and a television miniseries.

Legacy

Goodbye Columbus is a classic of American literature. The novel has been
praised for its realistic portrayal of American life in the 1950s. The novel
has also been praised for its complex and well-developed characters.
Goodbye Columbus is a timeless novel that continues to be read and
enjoyed by readers today.
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