
Delving into the Study of Developing
Countries: A Comprehensive Exploration with
Routledge Revivals
The study of developing countries is a vast and complex field that
encompasses a wide range of disciplines, including economics, sociology,
political science, and anthropology. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the study of developing countries, exploring the key concepts,
theories, and challenges associated with this field. Through the lens of
Routledge Revivals, we delve into the rich body of research and
scholarship that has shaped our understanding of developing countries.

Key Concepts in the Study of Developing Countries

The study of developing countries is based on a number of key concepts,
including:
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Development: Development is a complex and multifaceted process
that involves economic, social, and political change. It is often
measured using indicators such as GDP per capita, literacy rates, and
life expectancy.

Underdevelopment: Underdevelopment is the opposite of
development. It refers to the lack of economic, social, and political
progress in a country.

Dependency: Dependency theory argues that developing countries
are poor and underdeveloped because they are dependent on
developed countries for economic, political, and military support.

Globalization: Globalization refers to the increasing
interconnectedness of the world's economies, cultures, and societies.
It has had a significant impact on developing countries, both positive
and negative.

Theories of Development

There are a number of different theories that attempt to explain the process
of development. Some of the most influential theories include:

Modernization theory: Modernization theory argues that developing
countries will eventually develop by following the same path as
developed countries.

Dependency theory: Dependency theory argues that developing
countries are poor and underdeveloped because they are dependent
on developed countries for economic, political, and military support.



World-systems theory: World-systems theory argues that the world is
divided into a core of developed countries and a periphery of
developing countries. The core countries exploit the periphery
countries, which keeps them poor and underdeveloped.

Challenges of Developing Countries

Developing countries face a number of challenges, including:

Poverty: Poverty is a major problem in developing countries. It is
estimated that over 1 billion people live on less than $1 a day.

Inequality: Inequality is another major problem in developing
countries. The gap between the rich and the poor is often very large.

Corruption: Corruption is a widespread problem in developing
countries. It can lead to a loss of government revenue, a decrease in
foreign investment, and a decline in the quality of public services.

Environmental degradation: Environmental degradation is a major
problem in developing countries. It can lead to a loss of biodiversity, a
decrease in air and water quality, and a rise in the incidence of
diseases.

The Role of Routledge Revivals

Routledge Revivals is a series of reissued books that have been brought
back into print due to their continued relevance and importance to
contemporary scholarship. The series includes a number of books on the
study of developing countries, including:

The Political Economy of Development by Celso Furtado



Development and Underdevelopment by Andre Gunder Frank

The Dependency Perspective on Development by Johan Galtung

The World-System: Its Structure and Evolution by Immanuel
Wallerstein

These books provide a critical perspective on the study of developing
countries. They challenge the dominant theories of development and offer
alternative perspectives on the challenges that developing countries face.
Routledge Revivals is an invaluable resource for students and scholars of
developing countries.

The study of developing countries is a complex and challenging field.
However, it is also a field of great importance. Developing countries are
home to over 80% of the world's population, and they are facing a number
of serious challenges, including poverty, inequality, corruption, and
environmental degradation. The study of developing countries can help us
to understand these challenges and to find ways to address them.

Routledge Revivals is a valuable resource for students and scholars of
developing countries. The series provides a critical perspective on the
study of developing countries and offers alternative perspectives on the
challenges that developing countries face.
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