
Battling Bunheads: The Rise and Fall of Bad
News Ballet
In the annals of ballet history, few companies have made as much of an
impact as Bad News Ballet. Founded in 1985 by the choreographer and
dancer Michael Clark, Bad News Ballet quickly became known for its
groundbreaking work that challenged the conventions of classical ballet.

Clark's choreography was often described as "punk ballet," and it featured
elements of punk rock, hip-hop, and other non-traditional dance styles. His
dancers were often not trained in classical ballet, and they wore
unconventional costumes that included ripped jeans, t-shirts, and combat
boots.
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Bad News Ballet's performances were often met with controversy, but they
also attracted a large following of fans who were drawn to the company's
unique and innovative work. The company toured extensively, and it
performed at some of the most prestigious dance venues in the world.

However, Bad News Ballet's success was short-lived. In 1994, Clark was
diagnosed with HIV, and he died in 1996. The company disbanded shortly
after Clark's death, and its legacy has been largely forgotten.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in Bad News Ballet. In
2019, a documentary film about the company was released, and in 2020, a
book about Clark and Bad News Ballet was published.

The revival of interest in Bad News Ballet is a testament to the company's
lasting impact. Clark's choreography was groundbreaking, and his dancers
were some of the most talented and innovative in the world. Bad News
Ballet may be gone, but its legacy will continue to inspire dancers and
choreographers for years to come.

The Rise of Bad News Ballet

Michael Clark was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1962. He began studying
ballet at the age of 11, and he quickly showed a talent for the art form. In
1980, Clark moved to London to study at the Royal Ballet School.

Clark was a gifted dancer, but he was also a rebel. He was often bored with
the traditional ballet repertoire, and he began to experiment with his own
choreography.



In 1985, Clark founded Bad News Ballet with a group of like-minded
dancers. The company's first performance was at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival, and it was met with a mixture of shock and admiration.

Clark's choreography was unlike anything that had been seen before. It
was fast-paced, energetic, and often chaotic. His dancers wore
unconventional costumes and they performed to a variety of music,
including punk rock, hip-hop, and electronic music.

Bad News Ballet quickly became a sensation. The company toured
extensively, and it performed at some of the most prestigious dance venues
in the world, including the Royal Opera House in London and the
Metropolitan Opera in New York.

Clark's work was not without its critics. Some ballet purists accused him of
destroying the art form, but Clark remained unfazed. He continued to push
the boundaries of ballet, and he inspired a new generation of dancers and
choreographers.

The Decline and Fall of Bad News Ballet

In 1994, Clark was diagnosed with HIV. He continued to work for a few
more years, but his health declined rapidly. Clark died in 1996 at the age of
33.

The death of Michael Clark was a devastating blow to Bad News Ballet.
The company disbanded shortly after Clark's death, and its legacy was
largely forgotten.



In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in Bad News Ballet. In
2019, a documentary film about the company was released, and in 2020, a
book about Clark and Bad News Ballet was published.

The revival of interest in Bad News Ballet is a testament to the company's
lasting impact. Clark's choreography was groundbreaking, and his dancers
were some of the most talented and innovative in the world. Bad News
Ballet may be gone, but its legacy will continue to inspire dancers and
choreographers for years to come.

The Legacy of Bad News Ballet

Bad News Ballet was a groundbreaking company that changed the face of
ballet. Clark's choreography was innovative and challenging, and his
dancers were some of the most talented and dedicated in the world.

Although Bad News Ballet disbanded in 1996, its legacy continues to live
on. Clark's work has inspired a new generation of dancers and
choreographers, and his company's unique style continues to be influential
in the world of dance.

Bad News Ballet was a truly unique company that left a lasting impact on
the world of dance. Clark's choreography was groundbreaking, his dancers
were some of the most talented in the world, and his company's legacy will
continue to inspire dancers and choreographers for years to come.
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